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From Tanya & Mark…


As many of you already know Mark proposed to Tanya this past April at Purdue University in Indiana. Purdue is a place dear to both of our hearts as it is where we met and fell in love.  After much planning we have decided to get married in Dublin, Ireland; Mark's home.


Wedding Details


The wedding ceremony will take place at 2pm on Friday, September 3, 1999 in Trinity College Chapel, a non-denominational chapel in Trinity College, Dublin.  The reception will be held at Powerscourt Estate.


�


It would mean so much to the two of us to have all our friends and family with us as we make this lifelong commitment to each other.  This newsletter contains information to help you in making travel arrangements.  In addition we have provided some sight seeing opportunities you might want to take advantage of while in Ireland.  We do understand that some may not be able to travel to Ireland therefore we will be having receptions in New Jersey and California after we return from our honeymoon.


Please give us a call or send email to � HYPERLINK mailto:mcrosbie@best.com ��mcrosbie@best.com� if you have any questions.  See you in Ireland in September!


All our love, 


Mark & Tanya





An Irish/American Wedding!


A mix of cultures and traditions.


Traditionally, the choice of a location for a wedding is simple: the bride and groom are from the same town, and the wedding and reception are held there. Life starts getting interesting when the bride and groom are from different locations, and life becomes most interesting when they are from different countries!


Mark grew up in Ireland and has spent the last five years in America, first at Purdue University and then working with Hewlett-Packard in California.  Tanya was raised in New Jersey, spent several years studying at Purdue and then moved to California.  For as long as they have been together they have lived in America.  So they felt what better way to bring their two cultures together than to celebrate their wedding in Ireland! 


A wedding in Ireland presents its own unique challenges. How do you choose a church in which to get married? Where to hold the reception? How to best experience a foreign country and culture? And most importantly, how to ensure that everyone has a fabulous time at a "wedding to remember"?


The Church


The choice of church was easy: the chapel in Trinity College, Dublin, where Mark obtained his undergraduate degree, was the obvious choice. Founded in 1592, Trinity College is over 400 years old, and has played a major part in Irish history and learning. Mark attended college there, graduating in 1993 with a degree in Computer Science. The lush lawns and tranquil squares of Trinity provide the ideal backdrop for a very special wedding service.


The Reception


Following the wedding service, the bride, groom, and guests will be whisked off to Powerscourt House and Estate for the reception.  Powerscourt is a world-renowned estate with a thousand acres of pristine forests, lawns and manicured gardens. The main house itself is a fabulous example of Palladian architecture, built in the late 18th century.  You can wander through the Italian Garden, which took 100 men over 12 years to complete; the Tower Valley, home to many native American trees; the Japanese Garden; Triton Lake; the Dolphin Pond; the Walled Gardens, and pass through the Bamberg Gate, which came from Bavaria in 1770.


Experiencing Dublin


Ireland has a culture that is both unique and unforgettable.  We will be planning a number of excursions during the week leading up to the wedding day that will expose you to the best Ireland has to offer. Of course, you can also choose to sit in a pub in Dublin and observe the locals at play and absorb the "real" culture of Ireland!


Some of the activities that you can take advantage of are:


Golf: Pack your clubs! There are more golf clubs in and around Dublin than you can shake a stick at! We will organize a golf outing for those who like to ruin a good walk by chasing a little white ball.


Horse Riding: There are almost a dozen horse riding stables all within easy reach of Dublin.  Taking a relaxing excursion through the valleys, glens and secluded paths of Ireland's beautiful countryside is a fabulous way to see it.


Historic buildings, castles, and cathedrals: There are many old Georgian mansions in Dublin as well several castles and numerous beautiful cathedrals. 


Horse Racing: Put on your Sunday finest for a day at the races! Leopardstown Race Course is six miles south of the City Center.


Beaches: A great place for a relaxing stroll. Sutton Strand, Portmarnock Strand and the famous Dollymount Strand (“Dollier” as Dubliners call it).


Sports: In September, the All-Ireland Hurling finals will be held in Dublin. Hurling is unique to Ireland, and is played by 30 men wielding long wooden sticks, chasing a small leather ball. Not to be missed!


Walking Tours: A number of escorted walking tours are available around Dublin: Discover Dublin Tour, The Dublin Literary Pub Crawl, The Historical Walking Tour of Dublin and a Traditional Music Pub Crawl!


Bus Tours: Dublin Bus offers a number of bus tours around Dublin, complete with witty commentary from a real Dub driver! You can get off the bus at any point to further explore the city.


Dancing: A traditional Irish dance is called a ceili (pronounced kay-lee). It’s a potent mixture of drinking and dancing – Irish dancing that is. Good craic (fun) is promised for all!


Tracing Family Roots: The National Archives of Ireland provides facilities for doing research on your family's heritage, for those with Irish ancestors.


The Pub


No visit to Ireland or Dublin is complete without a trip to a real Irish pub, to drink real Irish Guinness. The pub is the hub of Ireland's social life. Friends are met there, allegiances formed, friendships made and broken, stories woven and tall tales spun.  While the drinking that occurs in a pub is important, it is secondary in comparison to the social interaction a trip to the pub brings. A pint of Guinness is the only social lubricant you will need in this situation!


Famous Pubs: The Brazen Head (licensed in 1666), McDaids, Mulligans (best Guinness in Ireland!), Nearys, O’Neills, The Stags Head (best lunch in town!) and the Palace Bar (a favorite college hangout).


Clubbing: Dublin was recently voted “Nightclub Capital of Europe”. No matter what your fetish and desire, there is a club to cater to it. 


Sites to See near Dublin


Castles, castles, and more castles: There is no shortage of castles in Ireland ranging from crumbled ruins overgrown with wildflowers to magnificently restored palaces. 


Boyne Valley: Site of the historic Battle of the Boyne in 1690, which had a deciding influence on much of Ireland's history.


Monasterboice: Once a great monastery, now a peaceful cemetery and home to Muiredeach's High Cross.


Newgrange: A dramatic cemetery over 5,000 years old whose deep chamber is marvelously illuminated at each year's solstice.


Hill of Tara: Home to Irish High Kings from ancient times. A historic treat.


Glendalough: A beautiful valley with gardens, hiking trails and waterfalls.


The Curragh and The National Stud: A horse lover's delight. Some of the best horses in the world are raised in County Kildare, home to the National Stud.
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Croi follain agus gob fliuch!





Accommodations & Travel


There are many different types of accommodation in Dublin ranging from luxury hotels to quaint bed-and-breakfasts to youth hostels. We have provided a listing of the types of accommodations and their price ranges.  Irish hotels usually charge per-person not per-room and a 15% service charge is extra.  We will provide more details on lower group rates from Atlas Travel in a few months.


Types of Accommodations in Ireland


Hostels, for those on a tight budget, range in price from $8 to $16 for a dorm bed and $11 to $32 per person for a private room.  For example:


Kinlay House, 2-12 Lord Edward St, Dublin 2.


Tel: (01) 679-6644  Fax: (01) 679-7437


Rates: IR£10 - IR£32 (approx. $15 to $47)


Bed-&-Breakfast Homes, private homes open to lodgers that includes a hot Irish breakfast, range in price from $22 to $32 per person, per night. (Note: Most B&Bs do not accept credit cards.)


Guesthouses, much like the traditional small inn, range in price from $32 to $80 per person sharing.  This would be ideal for groups of guests that would like to stay in the same place, but are looking for something cozier than a hotel.


Hotels, ranging from moderate to luxury, provide the usual amenities expected from a hotel.  Moderate priced hotels range from $100 to $175.  There are also luxury hotels that start at $200 and go up from there.  For example:


Shelbourne Hotel, 27 St. Stephen's Green North, Dublin 2 


Tel: (01) 676 6471  Fax: (01) 661 6006


Rates: IR£152.00 to IR£325.00 (approx. $223 to $477)


Getting Around Ireland


Ireland is best traversed by car or train.  There is a national rail network linking major cities and towns.  The major roads are well developed, but the road system is not up to the level of Europe or the United States. 


Most places around Dublin are accessible via the DART (train) or by bus. Most Dubliners use one of these two methods to get around. To avoid the traffic, you should too.


Cars may be rented but they are smaller in Ireland than America because the roads are smaller. Most cars are stick shifts, though automatic transmission is available. Your US drivers license is valid in Ireland. Most importantly, remember: DRIVE ON THE LEFT! 
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Travel Agent Info


We are working with Atlas Travel, who has offices in San Francisco and Dublin.  They are currently negotiating contracts with airlines, hotels, and car rentals to get us the lowest possible rates.  We will be sending out detailed information with rates after January.  Please feel free to call Atlas Travel with any questions or check out their web page at http://www.irelandtravel.com/


Atlas Travel


291 Geary Street, Suite 600, 


San Francisco CA 94102


Telephone: 800-222-8060	Fax: 415-392-8126


Atlas Travel will work with you to find the best possible flight, accommodation, and car rental arrangements.  You might consider one of their package deals such as a "drive-yourself tour" as it often saves money.  You can find out more details on their web page.





A Little About Ireland


The Republic of Ireland is a parliamentary democracy with two houses of parliament, an elected President who is head of state and a prime minister (Taoiseach) who is head of government. 





Northern Ireland is part of the UK (the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) and is governed directly from London





Ireland's climate is influenced by the relatively warm waters of the Gulf Stream and by the prevailing southwestern winds from the Atlantic. This combination results in an equable climate with temperatures fairly uniform across the whole country.





The Irish countryside is varied: from harsh mountains and cliffs in the West, through lush plains to the economic heart of the capital city, Dublin. Each region of Ireland has a unique character, and the people you will meet across the country will vary as much as the landscape around you.


Dublin


Dublin is a coastal city located on the estuary of the river Liffey. It is generally divided into two areas: the Northside (North of the Liffey) and the Southside (South of the Liffey). The business sector of the city is located south of the Liffey, whereas the older heart of Dublin is located to the North. 





Dublin is composed of many smaller villages that were eventually absorbed into the city boundaries. Each village still retains its unique character, and you will notice these differences as you travel towards the city center from the suburbs.








Facts about the Republic of Ireland


Size


Population: 3,621,000 (in 1996)


Width: 170 miles at its widest point.


Length: 301 miles at its longest point.


Total Area: 32,595 square miles - about the size of Indiana.


Weather in September


Plan on packing for a mild climate, but with a likelihood of rain. Temperatures will range between 48 and 62 F, but the weather can be very changeable. Dress in layers.


Spoken Language


There are two official languages in Ireland: Irish, which is the national language, and English, which is the language of the majority of the population.


Passport and Immigration Requirements


A valid US passport and a round-trip ticket are required of all US citizens. No visa is required.


Currency


Irish Pound (Punt). $1 = 0.68 punts. You can purchase Traveler's Cheques and cash them in Ireland. Most major credit cards are accepted.


Electricity and Voltage


Voltage is 220-240 volts. North American appliances need both a voltage adapter and a converter. Plugs have 3 flat prongs.


Health Insurance


The Irish National Health Plan does not cover US or Canadian visitors. Check with your health plan for coverage.


Religion


Ireland is predominately a Roman Catholic country, with over 95% of the population belonging to a Christian faith. There are places of worship for most major faiths, including Judaism.





Useful Numbers


To dial Ireland from the US: Dial your international access code (011), the country code (353), the city code (drop the leading 0) and then the number: E.g.: 011 353 1 8324643


Atlas Travel Agency: 1-800-222-8060 


Irish Tourist Board: 1-800-SHAMROCK 


American Express Travel (Dublin): (011)353-1-677-2874


Aer Lingus (Irish Airline): 1-800-223-6537


Delta Airlines (direct to Dublin): 1-800-241-4141


Crosbie Family (Sutton, Co. Dublin): (011)353-1-832-4643 


Tanya Mastin & Mark Crosbie: 1-408-947-1205
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