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From Tanya & Mark…


We have been hard at work these last few months planning the many details of our September wedding.  In this newsletter you will find information on the activities for the days leading up to the wedding in Ireland, travel agency information, airfares, accommodations and car rental information.


The details for our wedding in Ireland have not changed.  The wedding ceremony will take place at 2pm on Friday, September 3, 1999 in the Chapel in Trinity College, Dublin.  A reception will be held at Powerscourt Estate following. 


Although we wish all our friends and family could join us on this joyful day, we understand that some may not be able to make the trip to Ireland.  So that we may celebrate with all our friends and family we have planned two receptions immediately following our honeymoon.  The reception in New Jersey will be at the Meadowlands Environmental Center, overlooking the New York skyline, on Friday, September 24, 1999.  And for a true taste of California we will have a reception at Guglielmo Winery in Gilroy, California on Sunday, October 3, 1999.  Please let us know if you plan to attend either of these. 


Please call us at 408-947-1205 or send email to � HYPERLINK mailto:mcrosbie@best.com ��mcrosbie@best.com� if you have any questions.  We will put regular updates on our web site: � HYPERLINK http://www.best.com/~mcrosbie/wedding/ ��http://www.best.com/~mcrosbie/wedding/�


See you in Ireland in September!


All our love, 


Mark & Tanya





The week before…


Sightseeing, celebrations, castles, and Guinness.


Following is a list of some of the activities we are tentatively planning. 


Monday afternoon: Half day tour of Boyne Valley.  Departs at 1:10 pm from Shelbourne Hotel and returns at 6:10 pm. Cost: IR 15.


Tuesday: Tour of Dublin.  Double decker buses depart starting at 9:30 am.  You may get on and off the bus throughout the day at any point on the tour route to explore sites in more detail.  Cost: IR 7.


Tuesday evening: Meet somewhere for dinner and drinks.


Wednesday evening: Pub Crawl led by Mark and Tanya


Thursday afternoon: Two options: Tour of a local castle and afternoon tea OR lunch and a game of golf.


Friday: The Wedding!


We hope to spend time with all our guests before the wedding at these informal gatherings, but please feel free to explore all Ireland has to offer on your own as well.  We will provide a more detailed schedule with times, meeting places, and maps either closer to the date or when you arrive in Dublin.  Although it is not necessary for you to RSVP for these activities, it would be very helpful if you let us know which you are interested in. 


The Heart of Dublin


There are certainly many things to do in and around Dublin and you are welcome to go off on your own and explore.  Some of the activities that you can take advantage of are golf, horseback riding, visiting historic buildings, castles, cathedrals, horse racing, beaches & lighthouses, sports, walking tours, bus tours, dancing, tracing family roots, pubs, clubbing, shopping and much, much more.  


For all you sports fans, the All-Ireland Hurling Final is on Sunday, September 5, 1999.  Watch thirty men wielding flat, ashen bats chase a small hard leather ball across a pitch twice as long as an American football field.  It is interesting to guess which will break first: balls, bats, or skulls.  No matter the outcome copious pints will flow afterwards.








Don’t Forget!


Purchase plane ticket (as soon as possible!)


Make hotel reservations


Reserve car (if desired)


Make sure you have a valid passport


Buy foreign currency





Go n-eiri an bothar leat!





Accommodations


We have evaluated many hotels, B&Bs, and Guesthouses looking for the perfect mix of comfort, value and, of course, Irish hospitality.  All of the following are centrally located in the heart of Dublin with most sights a short walk away.  


We have reserved 10 rooms at Mercer Court, 10 rooms at The Harcourt Hotel, and 4 rooms at The Shelbourne.  By reserving these rooms we qualify for group discounts.  However, if the rooms are not booked and paid for by the middle of June, we will lose the favorable rates.  Please call Atlas Travel to make your reservation.  If you have any questions about any of the accommodations listed, Atlas Travel will assist you.  They have many other accommodations that they can book for you if you have something else in mind.  


All rates are inclusive of tax (17%) and include a continental or full Irish breakfast. 


Note: Rates in US dollars are quoted as of 5/12/99. IR1 = $1.40


Mercer Court at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,


Mercer Street Lower, Dublin 2, Ireland.  Tel: 353-1-478-2179, Fax: 353-1-478-0873


Mercer Court has 110 rooms which during the school year serve as student accommodations.  There is a restaurant and small lobby, but it is not a full-service hotel.


Single room:  Contact Atlas Travel


Double room: IR 58.50 - 77.00 ($81.90 - 108.00)


The Harcourt Hotel


60 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2, Ireland.  Tel: 353-1-478-3677, Fax: 353-1-475-2013


An elegant but affordable 46-room full-service hotel in a block of old Georgian houses.  Their Music Bar is renowned for Traditional Irish Music Sessions that hosts many famous Irish entertainers or try Barney Google’s Bar for a quiet drink and chat.  They also have a newly opened restaurant serving Irish and continental cuisine.  


Single room: IR 57.50 ($80.50) weekday, IR 70.00 ($98.00) Friday & Saturday


Double room: IR 80.00 ($112.00) weekday, IR 105.00 ($147.00) Friday & Saturday


Trinity Lodge


12 South Frederick Street, Dublin 2, Ireland.  Tel: 353-1-679-5044, Fax: 353-1-679-5223


Trinity Lodge sits adjacent to Trinity College in the heart of Dublin.  A superbly appointed traditional Georgian Townhouse that was recently remodeled into a 10-room guesthouse.  We have the entire guesthouse reserved but as the bride and wedding party will be staying here there are just a few rooms left.  Please contact Tanya directly as soon as possible if you wish to make reservations.


Single room: IR 60.00 to 87.50 ($84.00 to 122.50)


Double room: IR 95.00 to 120.00 ($133.00 to 168.00)


Shelbourne Hotel


27 St. Stephen's Green North, Dublin 2, Ireland.  Tel: 353-1-676-6471  Fax: 353-1-661-6006


For those who have recently won the lottery or are just looking for a luxury vacation, The Shelbourne is the place to stay.  Overlooking St. Stephen’s Green, Europe’s largest garden square, The Shelbourne misses no details in making your stay simply luxurious.


Double room: IR 180.00 to 210.00 ($252.00 to 294.00)





Low Airfares


URGENT: Must reserve right away!


The following airfare quotes were provided by Atlas Travel.  They are going fast so please do not delay in booking your flight or you may miss out on the low fares. (SF to Dublin is normally around $950!)


San Francisco to Dublin $646


NY to Dublin $503


Chicago to Dublin $658


Dallas to Dublin $658


All flights listed are United Airlines to London and then British Midland to Dublin on weekdays.


Please contact Beth at Atlas Travel to book your flight.  If your departure city is not listed above Atlas Travel will work with you to find the lowest fare possible.








Helpful Tips


Here are a few miscellaneous travel tips:


A taxi from Dublin Airport to downtown Dublin is around IR 10-15 ($15-20).


Only rent a car if you absolutely want mobility and freedom to travel.


One-week bus and train passes are available at Dublin Airport and major train stations.


Be sure to purchase some Irish currency before leaving the US, around IR 50 ($75) should be enough.


Use your credit card to pay for most expenses, you will usually get a better exchange rate.


Credit cards are not accepted everywhere, however Visa/MC and American Express are accepted at most places.  (Discover and others may not be accepted)


Use your ATM card to get Irish currency once in Ireland, you will usually get a better exchange rate.


Bring travelers checks instead of cash, it’s safer.


As electricity in Ireland is 240 volts, make sure that any electrical appliances (hair dryers, curling irons, etc) you bring are dual voltage.  You will also need a plug adapter, which is available at most drug stores.  Ireland and Great Britain use the same plugs.











Travel Agent


Atlas Travel


291 Geary Street, Suite 600, 


San Francisco CA 94102


Telephone: 800-222-8060	


Fax: 415-392-8126


� HYPERLINK http://www.irelandtravel.com ��http://www.irelandtravel.com�





Please contact Beth at Atlas Travel.  She will handle your airline reservation, accommodation, car rental, extra tours, and any other travel-related questions you might have.  Atlas Travel will be sending you an information packet shortly with some useful brochures, but feel free to call them before then.  The low airfares they currently have are going fast, so please call right away to take advantage of the good deal.


Remember to tell them that you are with the Mastin-Crosbie party.





Car Rental


Car rental rates vary widely based on the car you select and the type of insurance purchased.  Your credit card may no longer provide the necessary rental insurance; please call Atlas Travel to find out more details.  Also keep in mind that a mid-size car in Ireland is comparable to a compact-size car in the US.


Approximate Weekly Rates:


Small (2 ppl): manual IR 80, auto IR 145


Medium (3 ppl): manual IR 96, auto IR 163


Large (4 ppl): manual IR 125, auto IR 188





Please note: It is not necessary to rent a car if you are staying in and around Dublin as public transportation is the ideal mode of transportation (even for locals!).





Wedding FAQ     (Frequently Asked Questions)


Where is this shindig happenin’?


Dublin, Ireland


What was that date again?


Friday, September 3, 1999


I have to wear what?


The wedding will be black tie.  Women may wear whatever formal wear makes them feel beautiful.  For the men, once in Dublin, they may contact Fair Brothers at 19 N. Frederick Street, Dublin, Telephone: 874-2601 to reserve a tuxedo.  Our group rate for a regular tuxedo (includes pants, jacket, shirt, and cuff links) is IR 45.


Do I need a special driver’s license?


No, your US Drivers License is valid for renting a car in Ireland.


When is everyone else arriving in Ireland?


There are several guests who will be vacationing in Ireland two to three weeks prior to the wedding.  Many guests plan to arrive the weekend before the wedding however, some will be arriving on Monday or Tuesday.  You really need to give yourself a day or two to adjust to the time change.  Most guests will be leaving on Sunday following the wedding, but a few will be staying around to vacation after the wedding.


Do I have to use Atlas Travel?


No, you do not have to use Atlas Travel, we have just arranged it as a convenience to our guests.  They have been working diligently to find us the best deals.  But, if you find a better deal or would like to use your regular travel agent please feel free to.


What should I pack?


Plan to dress in layers and bring a warm jacket.  Don’t forget a raincoat, umbrella, and sturdy walking shoes.  Do NOT bring green or plaid pants! :-)





Useful Numbers


To dial Ireland from the US: Dial your international access code (011), the country code (353), the city code (drop the leading 0) and then the number: E.g.: 011 353 1 8324643


Atlas Travel Agency (US): 1-800-222-8060 


Atlas Travel Agency (Ireland): (011)353-1-677-6778


Irish Tourist Board (US): 1-800-SHAMROCK 


American Express Travel (Dublin): (011)353-1-677-2874


Aer Lingus (Irish Airline): 1-800-223-6537


Delta Airlines: 1-800-241-4141


Crosbie Family (Sutton, Co. Dublin): (011)353-1-832-4643 


Tanya Mastin & Mark Crosbie: 1-408-947-1205
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